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BY cait swEEnEY

Young people and staff at 
BLAP (Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground) were excited to have a 
visit from Tim Stevenson, the Lord-
Lieutenant for Oxfordshire, recently.

 The Lord-Lieutenant is 
an important non-political 
representative of the county, 
helping to encourage and 
promote the good of the 
community through the voluntary 
and civic life of the county. It is an 

honorary appointment. Describing 
his role he said “I do what I think 
Her Majesty, the Queen would do 
if she were here and could spend 
all her time working for the benefit 
of the community, she can’t, but I 
can.”

 He found out about BLAP 
from Rae Humbertson Oxford 
City Councillor for Blackbird 
Leys. Hearing wonderful things 
about the safe and creative space 
provided to support young people 
on the Leys, and the grant they 

received from the Community 
Friendship Fund to enable the 
process of kids cooking for their 
families, he said “I wanted to see it 
for myself.” 

Continued on page 2

On Fleek! – The Lord Lieutenant 
of Oxfordshire visits BLAP

editor@leysnews.co.ukwww.leysnews.co.uk @leysnewseditor 01865 711756
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ediTOr’s 
LeTTer
hello everyone
I hope your year has eased in 
smoothly. In spite of the cold, dark 
days it’s great to see the first few 
glimmers of spring arriving. Although 
that said, the trees, naked of leaves 
makes for some great imagery, as Tim 
Turan’s stunning photo on page 6 
demonstrates.
 Oxford United are settling into 
their new training grounds out on 
the Horspath road, and managed to 
hold their own at the 4th round of 
the FA cup with a nil:nil draw against 
Newcastle. The replay will be at home 
and just as we go to press, so here’s 
rooting for the Yellows.
 It was great to spend time at 
BLAP again, talking to some of the 
young people and hearing from 
them what an important a special 
place it is. It was lovely too, to hear all 
the wonderful things that the Lord 
Lieutenant Tim Stevenson had to say 
the Leys, all the brilliant kind of things 
that we love to share with our readers.
 So if you have a story to share or an 
opinion to air, please do get in touch 
with us, we always love to hear from 
you!

Cait and 
the Community 
News Team

Leys News 162
will be 
published
Wednesday 15 April

Editorial copy deadline: 1 April 

If you would like to submit an 
article or letter, or contribute in 
another way, please email Cait 
at editor@leysnews.co.uk

YOUR letters
If you would like to let us know what’s on your mind, simply write to us at 
Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys OX4 7BX 
or send an email to  editor@leysnews.co.uk

Hello Readers, 
My name is Glen and for the past three years 
I’ve volunteered for an organisation called 
ABandOfBrothers-Oxford. I write today, simply as a 
bloke, a father, who lives near this community, and 
has a vested interest in its wellbeing.
 We are looking to engage young men aged 
18–24 years, who are at risk of or involved with the 
criminal justice system and ‘gang culture’. 
Why? As an organisation we offer to help effect 
positive change in our young people. I’ve 
witnessed the positive change that can happen 
for a young man who’s prepared to take a step 
into the unknown with support and mentoring 
through a 13 week cycle. 
 We are a diverse group of men with the same 
goal; to work towards a better future for the 
communities we live in and care about. Do you 
know someone who might benefit from this 
mentoring scheme? Perhaps you are a young man 
who wants to make a different future than the one 
you see today. Or maybe you are an older man 
who might like to offer support to the young men 
in our organisation. If so please email: oxford@
abandofbrothers.org.uk or visit our website for 
further details: www.abandofbrothers.org.uk/
communities/oxford 

Leys News Reader  and Band of Brothers volunteer Glen 
Murray.

letters

“The community spirit in 
Blackbird Leys is amazing; 
that it produces organisations 
such as this shows that this is a 
community of people who care. 
It is a fantastic privilege that I 
get to see projects like this, and 
meet people who give their time 
building communities.” 
 An after school club for young 
people aged 8-13 years, BLAP 
also encourages older members 
to return in a mentoring capacity 

and the opportunity to join the 
Young Leaders project.
 Sitting at a table and 
engrossed in their paintings 
are Neve and sisters Paige and 
Grace. Grace started coming to 
BLAP recently and said she likes 
coming for “The art and the 
quiet time.” Paige who has been 
coming for two years said “I like 
hanging out with my friends after 
school.”  Neve, now in her fourth 
year of coming here, recently 

designed the very new quiet 
room, said “I like meeting new 
people.”
 They all agreed that the Lord 
Lieutenant, who was dressed in 
full ceremonial uniform, looked 
“Very posh and ‘on fleek’!”  
 Apparently this is the new cool 
word for something that is on 
point, looks good and is perfectly 
executed. What a compliment!

on Fleek! – the lord lieutenant of oxfordshire visits Blap
continued from front page

Leys News reader and Band of Brothers 
volunteer Glen Murray.
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Shine a light 
with the Leys 
Pool Car Park
BY antonio JarnE

a canopY over 48 car-parking spaces, featuring more 
than 350 solar panels, is delivering over 80.000 kilo-watt 
hours (kWh) of green electricity to the Leys Pools and 
Leisure Centre per year, enough to power about 25 
homes.
 The leisure centre, which opened in 2015, houses a 
25m pool with movable floor, crèche and badminton 
court. Leys Pools also hosts a 122 kW solar panel 
installation on the roof of the swimming pool building, 
which combined with the car port, provides a total 
around 190,000 kWh or over 23% of the building’s annual 
electricity needs.
 Councillor Tom Hayes, declared that by “powering 
our public spaces with renewable energy, the Council is 
able to give our citizens a direct stake in moving to a Zero 
Carbon Council in 2020.”
 The City Council is now generating the equivalent of 
12% of its annual electricity consumption from PV on its 
own buildings. Oxford declared a climate emergency 
at the start of 2019 and has reduced its own carbon 
footprint by 10% in the last year, with council’s carbon 
emissions falling by over 40% in the last four years. 

BY richard mccrann

wintEr is traditionally the busiest time 
of year for the NHS, and so patients are 
being reminded to only use Emergency 
Departments in Oxford and Banbury 
in an emergency. There are a range of 
alternative options available for non-
emergency situations to ensure you get 
the appropriate care you need, and save 
an unnecessary trip to the Emergency 
Department.

What’s available?
 Self-care is the best choice for minor 
illnesses and injuries – a range of common 
winter ailments can be treated at home 
with a well-stocked medicine cabinet.  
Having a winter plan – such as keeping 
stocked up on medicines, keeping 
your home warm, and looking out for 
neighbours – can also be beneficial.
 Local pharmacies can give advice 
on several conditions, such as coughs, 

headaches, upset stomachs and skin 
conditions, as well as advise on stopping 
coughs and colds from getting worse.
 NHS 111 has call handlers who can 
help you choose the right health services 
for your needs, as well as a website. NHS 
111 can put you in touch with a clinician, 
a GP, book you an appointment at your 
nearest minor injuries unit. You can also 
use NHS 111 online 111.nhs.uk
 Minor injuries units can treat deep 
cuts, small burns, sprains, sports injuries, 
and infected wounds. To find out your 
nearest MIU please visit the Oxford 
Health website 

 Your local GP may offer extended 
opening hours into the evening or at the 
weekend.
 Most importantly, only attend 
Emergency Departments when there 
is a genuine emergency, such as loss of 
consciousness, suspected heart attack 
or stroke, severe breathing difficulties, or 
severe bleeding that cannot be stopped.

For more info visit: 
www.oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk

Patients urged to help the 
NHS help them this winter

thE choir is looking to 
build on its roots as a local 
group by finding songs 
that are at the heart of 
the Community. We sing 
a varied range of songs 
but we are keen to bring 
together more of the local 
community for the fun of 
‘singing together’.
 Do you have a favourite 
song which we could 
sing for you? Why not 
come and join in with us 
or just let us know your 
suggestion.
 We meet at 6.45 p.m. 
every Wednesday in the 
BBL Community Centre, 
Blackbird Leys Road.
All are welcome!

Interested? Please contact 
Janice on 0777 5945279

Blackbird Leys choir – Hear my song

The Blackbird Leys Choir performing at Saint Mary & Saint Nicholas Church, Littlemore.
Photograph by Benjamin Johnson.
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One MAn’s vOice 
BY roBErt Evans

BY cait swEEnEY

packEd with a diverse 
range of creative projects and 
performances, Danny’s all set for 
another busy year ahead. January 
began with sell out shows at 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre, Lilian Baylis 
Studio, as part of the London 
International Mime Festival.  
 He said “I performed with a 
dance company called Corali, it 
was amazing! Working as a team 
was really good, Sarah [Corali’s 
Artistic Director] was patient and 
explained everything clearly.” 
Danny was standing in for a 
regular member of the company 
who couldn’t be there for the week 
of rehearsals and performances.
 Established over 30 years 
ago, the company explores “the 
relationship between performers 
with and without a learning 
disability, between dance and 
other art forms, and between 
professional and participatory 
artwork.”
 Danny’s final gig for January 
saw him on the main stage 
at RuPaul’s DragCon with the 
well-travelled and internationally 
renowned Drag Syndrome. Drag 
Syndrome are a troupe of drag 
queens and kings all of whom 
have Downs Syndrome. 
 The troupe has been touring 
world-wide over the last year 

and is currently preparing for the 
South x South West Festival in 
Austin, Texas, USA, taking place 
in March. Danny said “It’s been 
exciting getting to travel and see 
the world.”

 Over the next few months he’s 
looking forward to developing 
new work with Shadowlight 
Artists based at Film Oxford on 
Catherine Street. This will be a 
dance choreographed for film, 

based on Danny’s life story. 
He also “can’t wait” to see the 
unveiling of his portrait at the 
Wellcome Collection Gallery in 
London.  We shall look forward to 
bringing you more of that another 

time. Until then Danny says “There 
is a world of imagination. I say that 
because through my dance I can 
imagine lots of different people’s 
lives.”

THe uPs OF 
DowNS 
with dannY smith

Love and 
commitment
Following events in the national 
press recently, I have been thinking 
about Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle’s relationship and wondering 
how this will affect the country and the 
monarchy.
 I’m not surprised that they are 
hoping for a life away from the constant 
intrusion of the media. I don’t imagine 
for a moment that Meghan, a woman 
of considerable wealth before she met 
Harry, thought (as an adult) ‘I want to 

be a princess!” It is far more likely that 
she met and fell in love with someone 
who happened to be a prince.
 Marrying into royalty, aristocracy or 
another prominent position in the public 
eye, can’t be easy, I guess being part 
funded by the tax payer and belonging 
to an institution like the monarchy kind of 
makes you public property.
 Meghan is not the first woman to 
have experienced the glare of the 
media spotlight. Indeed, the death of 
Harry’s mother whilst being pursued by 
the Paparazzi, must have contributed 
to their decision to step away from their 
royal duties.
 Here’s wishing them a fulfilling and 
happy life.

Get help with home repairs
thErE are services and funds 
available to help people (owners 
and private tenants) stay 
independent, safe and well in their 
homes, and Oxfordshire County 
Council has developed a referral 
service to help residents (or carers) 
access the right organisations in 
their area, to get the help they 
need.
 The type of help that can be 
provided are services such as new 
boilers, repairs to boilers, loft or cavity wall insulation, access to a local and trustworthy repairs service 
and general advice on how to stay safe, well and affordably warm in your home.
 Mrs K who lived in Cherwell District Council, who had a cardiovascular disease had her ageing 
heating system assessed as causing a danger to her health.  The draughty doors and windows with 
rotten wooden frames were doing little to keep out the cold weather, making house freezing cold.  
She accepted a referral to an organisation who helped with getting her heating system replaced along 
with new windows and doors.  She says of the work done “I feel much warmer and happy to have a 
heating system that works and is safe”.

For more info or to make a referral visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homerepairs  
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doing your bit for 
the environment 
by making small 
changes

i was horrified to hear 
that washing-up sponges I 
use have green plastic that 
biodegrades at an alarming 
rate and washes small micro 
fibres into the water every 
time you wash your dishes. 
 I did some research online 
and found that a new way to 

wash the dishes was to use 
an ‘Un sponge’. My daughter 
bought one which was quite 
expensive and it didn’t even 
last one wash in the washing 
machine before falling 
apart! The purpose of the 
un sponges is that they are 
reusable and washed every 
other day they can last up to 
a year.
 I tried making several 
versions using an old towel, 
some plastic table-cloth, 
lace from an old net curtain, 
netting from an orange bag, 
and pieces of sacking. I even 
knitted a piece of string.
I discovered that every edge 
of the material needs to be 
sewn down so that it doesn’t 
fray. The best result I got was 
from plastic tablecloth that 
has a lace design and a piece 
of towel with cotton edging.
 I worked with the pattern 
on the plastic tablecloth 
and so my un sponges were 
circular in shape. I also cut off 
the bottom of a large milk 
container to make a little 
simple dish to store the un 
sponge between washing up 
sessions.

Keep gardening, 
but tread lightly
arE wE urban creatures? Are we 
rural creatures? Are we creatures of 
habit? I’d advocate the theory that 
we are very adaptable creatures of 
habit, who may not be as conscious 
of our immediate environment as we 
may think. I’ll leave that one hanging 
in the air and open to your own 
interpretation.
 What I will say is, that it’s easy to 
fall into the mindset of: it’s winter, 
there’s nothing to do in the garden 
at this time of year.
 There’s always something to do, 
a bit of titivating here and a few 
overhauls and repairs there. If I’m 
successful in convincing you to get 
out into the garden and do the jobs 
that are there to be done, I urge 
you to think before you go wading 
in. Disturbing a warm habitat that 
wildlife may be sheltering under 

during the cold season can be 
hideously damaging.
Your garden next summer is only 
as good as the work you put in the 
previous autumn and winter. The 
wildlife you will see next summer is 
dependent on what you do at this 
time of year as well.
 You may have enticed a ton of 
wildlife last summer, but if you 
disrupt shelters during winter, it just 
won’t return next year.
 So, don’t go wading in at this time 
of year, keep gardening but tread 
delicately.

Australian fires, 
literally
our friends in Australia are on fire, 
literally. The bush fires as seen on 
TV, show the seriousness of the 
situation.
 Here in Britain, between 

Christmas and New Year, many of 
us enjoyed some stunning glowing 
sunsets. I’ve been wondering if their 
stunning glory had been enhanced 
by those Australian fires, quite 
literally?
 The smoke has spread high into 
the atmosphere, and I wonder if it 
has spread around the globe? I’m 
left wondering if this smoke, in part, 
is having an impact on the sunsets 
we’ve been seeing here.
 What has this got to do with 
gardening and wildlife, which is 
always the angle of my monthly 
jottings?
 Well, here’s the link. When you are 
all out there tending your gardens, 
what’s the residual effect of that 
activity? What effect does it have 
locally, nationally, internationally?
 None of us exists in isolation. Our 
gardening habits can impact on us, 
on the wildlife living in it, on our 
neighbours and community. We can 
impact nationally and internationally 
if the critical masses buy into new 
and old habits, quite literally.
 So as the nights draw out heading 
towards the new growing season, 
take a step back and consider what 
impact your garden has had, is 
having and will have?
 It might inform what you do and 
don’t do during the 2020 growing 
season.

Thanks to the Blackbird Leys Parish Council for sponsoring this page
For Parish Council info please call 01865 716943 or go to www.blackbird-leys-parish-council.co.uk

Parish CounCillors
John Dillon (Chair), Peter Nowland (Vice Chair), Anthony 
Church, Mark Franks, Sue Funge, Ewa Gluza, Deborah 
McIlveen, Olamide Oladejo and Jayne Watson
Website
For more details of Parish Council news, meetings, minutes 
and other activities in Blackbird Leys please go to the 
community website:
www.blackbirdleysparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Blackbird Leys 
Parish Council
next Meeting Dates
Tuesday 25 February
Tuesday 31 March
Meetings are held at 7pm in Jack Argent Room, 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre

THe WiLdLiFe 
GArden 
BY stuart maBButt

crAFT 
cOrner 
BY JanE YatEs
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wE lovE to publish our reader’s views and this one is stunning. 
Taken by sound engineer Tim Turan, owner of the mastering 
studio Turan Audio, it made the BBC’s “England’s Big Picture” 
recently. If you have a view you would like to share with us please 
email your high-res images to:  editor@leysnews.co.uk

BY cait swEEnEY

oxFord City Council is launching 
a new campaign, #WeAreOxford, 
to celebrate the people and 
communities that make Oxford a 
great city.
 The campaign is a response 
to the uncertainty that Brexit 
has caused for many in Oxford, 
and a recognition that sharing 
experiences is part of what 
makes for stronger, more positive 
communities. 
 Over the past three years, 
the Brexit debate has divided 
communities across the country 
and hate crime statistics in Oxford 
show a 29% rise from 2016 to 2018. 
The campaign is being launched in 
Brexit week to focus on our shared 
futures.

get involved
The council is creating a £35,000 
grant fund that will support 
charities and organisations to 
provide activities that bring 
different communities together. 
The grant scheme will be launched 
on 10 February, full details will be 
released at the launch.
The council will be running an 
online photo competition in 
February for people to celebrate 
the places and activities that make 
them feel connected and proud to 
be part of Oxford. The council will 

also be celebrating Community 
Heroes, these are people whose 
efforts to create welcoming, 
positive neighbourhoods and 
communities deserve recognition.
 Oxford is one of the most 
diverse cities in the UK, and there 
are many people, of all ages, 
who give their free time to create 
welcoming, safe and enjoyable 
places for people from all 
backgrounds to come together. 
 Susan Brown, City Council 
Leader said “Oxford means many 
different things to different people 
– education, history, Minis, Harry 
Potter – but to those of us who live 
here it means home. It means the 
number 5 bus, our football team, 
friends and family, the kids’ school. 
These are things that make us feel 
part of the place, feel safe and 
welcome.”
 “With this campaign we 
want to celebrate the things we 
have in common, whatever our 
background. Oxford is a hugely 
diverse city, not just in language 
and culture but privileges and 

opportunities, and while that 
brings many benefits it can also 
make it harder to recognise our 
common values. We’ll be funding 
activities that bring people 
together to share experiences and 
build a future we all want to be 
part of in Oxford.”
 “But the council doesn’t build 
communities, people do. We want 
this campaign to be a way for 
people to celebrate what makes 
their lives in Oxford good. We’re 
kick-starting the conversation and 
providing some funding but we 
can’t do this without the people 
of Oxford. We want people to get 
involved in the conversation about 
what makes them feel proud to be 
part of Oxford.”
 “There’s amazing work going 
on all the time, and great people 
showing us how we can create that 
safe, welcoming home city. These 
people and places are part of what 
makes Oxford so special for those 
who live here, that make us all feel 
We Are Oxford.”

#WeAreOxford
A campaign by Oxford city council 
to bring communities together

ADVERTISEMENT
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BY antonio JarnE

thE Gig economy has changed our lives. We 
can order a pizza, receive a package or get a 
taxi whenever and wherever. However, this 
new scenery has another effect on our society: 
it has transformed the life of the workers 
dramatically. 
 To talk about the gig economy and how 
this has affected the life of the people, Frances 
O´Grady General Secretary of the TUC, 
Annaliese Dodds now MP for Oxford East and 
several members of different trade unions 
met on a Friday night in the Wesley Memorial 
Methodist Church in an event supported by 
the Oxford Living Wage Campaign.   
 How many people work in the gig economy? 
According to a recent report from the TUC and 
academics at the University of Hertfordshire, it 
represents more than 4.7 million workers.  One 
in 10 age adults of working age now work in 
the gig economy. Three years ago, it was just 
one in 20. 
   Some taxi drivers have complained. Without 
a fixed contract they have to work long shifts in 
order to survive financially. 
 Supporters of the gig economy argue 
that this platform offers flexibility, however 
Annaliese Dodds said “It is flexibility for the 
employer, but insecurity for the employee.” 
Many who work in this economy are self-
employed, with no paid holiday or sick leave 
and have little job security; it seems that the 
employers have much to gain from this work 
relationship – not so much the workers.
   Frances O´Grady called for solidarity with all 
the unions and she encouraged the workers to 
stay together and defend their rights. 
 If you would like to know more about 
what it is like to work in the Gig Economy, Ken 
Loach’s recent film ‘Sorry I Miss You’, comes 
highly recommended.

The gig is up!

a nEw and magical hero is in 
town to kill the confusion around 
recycling. The Waste Wizard is 
a new online tool that’s here to 
provide a magical solution to help 
Oxfordshire residents in their quest 
to solve the riddle of household 
waste and defeat General Waste. 
 Type in your postcode and 
the name of any item to find out 
whether it can be reused, repaired, 
donated, recycled, if it needs to 
go into a specific bin or can be 
disposed of at a Household Waste 
Recycling Centre: 
oxfordshire.gov.uk/wastewizard

Get your waste 
to the right place

BY katE pounds

a group of local artists took their 
award-winning performance to 
a London Arts festival. Amantha 
Edmead and Euton Daily co-produced 
SOLD, which they also performed, 
with drummer and performer Amra 
Anderson at The Vault Festival in 
Lambeth from 28 January to 2 March.
Ask The Ushers, ATU, and My Theatre 
Mates, MTM, have both posted 
reviews of SOLD on Twitter. On the 
opening night, ATU said “A thrilling 
and unimaginably skillful blend of 
storytelling, song, drumming and 
dance.”
 On January 29, MTM said “An 
important story that’s exquisitely 
performed, irrefutably thematic, 
affecting, strong and beautiful.” You 
can read the full reviews on ATU or 
MTM websites.
 The Oxford Playhouse Evolve 
scheme, the Propeller programme 
– at the North Wall Arts Centre and 

Oxfordshire Theatre Makers, have 
provided support for SOLD.
The show uses the words and 
experiences of Mary Prince to 
dramatise her story, which, though 
popular in its day, had fallen into 
obscurity. It’s a first-hand, account of 
female enslavement in the British West 
Indies.
 The performers draw on West 
African traditions such as Griot – a 
fusion of historical storytelling, 
singing, poetry and music. 
 As a One woman show written 
and performed by Amantha, SOLD 
had its premiere at The Old Fire 
Station’s Offbeat Festival in 2018. It 
now combines the skills of Amantha’s 
Kuumba Nia Arts and Euton’s Unlock 
the Chains Collective. 
 SOLD received Arts Council 
England funding which helped with a 
previous tour to the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival in 2019, where the show 
won Best Ensemble Musical Theatre 
Awards, and was highly reviewed.

Local artists 
vault to success
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Family Arena
Church and Community Together
Adult Learning. Our focus for Adult Learning Project 
is to support people (age 19+) in disadvantaged 
communities to develop, create, access or sharpen 
the skills they need to help themselves; skills that 
will raise their basic skills level, enable them to 
participate in community life, get into work or start 
a business, now or in the future.

www.familyarena.org

Family Arena to host a Free Adult Learning careers event working in partnership 
with the national careers service and other key community stakeholders to sharpen 
employment skills and inspire attendees to excel to the next level in their career ladder.

Areas to cover IT, Care profession, apprenticeship, one to one CV, interview advise etc. 

DAte:  Saturday 22 February 
time:  12 – 4pm
Venue:  73 Hollow way, OX4 2nD

Free Parking, light refreshments 
Please call in advance to register place and careers consultation slot.

Purpose, Connection and Meaning

We’d love to hear from you:
 If you’re a Young Man aged 18–25 who is looking for direction in your life
 If you know a Young Man who could benefit from our Mentoring
 If you want to train to be one of our Mentors, or offer support in other ways

Website  www.abandofbrothers.org.uk
Email  oxford@abandofbrothers.org.uk
YouTube  a band of brothers
FaceBook  abandofbrothersoxford
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BY katE pounds

at a charitY gala at the North 
Wall Arts Centre recently, a 
Syrian refugee described Asylum 
Welcome as being like a family. 
Poet and story teller Muradi Bakir 
performed at the event, telling 
of how she fled Syria, and her 
experiences as a refugee here in 
Oxford.
 Asylum Welcome supports 
refugees and asylum seekers 
in Oxford, and organised the 
event in solidarity with people 
of unsettled status. It was held 
just as the Government began 
stripping the rights of refugee 
children in Europe to be reunited 

with their families in the UK from 
the EU Withdrawal Bill.
 Muradi lives here with her 
husband and children. She said: 
“We feel that Asylum Welcome 
are like our family.  Me and my 
husband visit them even when 
we don’t need anything.”
 Even as she expressed deep 
gratitude for the housing, 
education and support they 
received from Oxford City 
Council and Asylum Welcome, 
her grief for everything they had 
left behind was palpable. She 
said” “Now our memories are 
built by the power of longing 
for our loved ones, because we 
have lost parents and the places 

which help us to remember 
being a child.  Governments 
can’t give back a mother 
or father and all that those 
relationships bring.”
 Will Gompertz, BBC Arts 
Editor, hosted the evening. He 
said: “If someone I loved was 
seeking refuge in a foreign land 
I’d hope and pray its people 
were kind and compassionate. 
You would, wouldn’t you?”
 Nicholas Iles, who was there 
for the evening said “I would 
like to see more focus in politics 
on what refugees give back to 
a country than what they might 
be needing and taking from it. A 
country with a high standard of 

living should feel an obligation 
to help others.”
 Mina Fazel, who also 
attended the event said it 
was “A wonderful, warm, and 
welcoming evening.” She 
expressed gratitude for the food 
donated by a Syrian refugee, 
and the varied and moving 
programme of performances. 
Reflecting upon  Muradi Bakir’s 
performance of poetry and 
storytelling she said “It reminded 
us all of the importance of 
welcoming everyone and how 
lucky we are to have such a 
wonderfully diverse community 
to live in and raise our families 
in.”
 Other performers included 
award winning Scottish fiddler 
Ryan Young accompanied by 
Chris Amer and his custom 
made guitar, and comedian 
and writer Kieran Hodgson, 
who has brought tales of tears 
and laughter to the stage in 
his Edinburgh Comedy Award 
Nominated show, ‘Maestro’, as 
well as appearing in Jonathan 
Creek on BBC Television.
 Dr Gilberto Estrada Harris, 
Fundraising and Development 
Manager for Asylum Welcome, 
estimated that the event raised 
nearly £6,000. He said “We are 
extremely proud of how the 
event went and truly grateful to 
all the wonderful people that 
went to have a good time and 
support the cause. “We are super 
grateful to the North Wall, and 
all the performers that donated 
their amazing talents in aid of 
supporting asylum seekers and 
refugees in Oxford.”

Asylum welcome at the North wall

Against the 
College
BY antonio JarnE

aFtEr one year here, I decided 
to take some classes in a place 
called Ruskin College. It is based 

in Headington and ESOL courses 
were free. It took around 40 or 50 
minutes to get there; it was a big 
effort but worth it.
 Learning English was the way 
to escape from the zero-hour 
contracts and the long work 
shifts for the minimum wage. For 
a migrant, language is the best 
way to try and avoid poverty, to 
integrate and not feel alone.  
 During the first months, we 
had a teacher who was really 
good. She looked after us. Ruskin 
College as an institution was a 
complete mess but she was the 
shelter amidst chaos. However, 
one day she said her contract had 
ended, that she had had a better 
offer somewhere else and left. 
We were alone. The college said 
they would hire somebody.  Time 

passed without a teacher. After 
one month, we still were waiting. 
We were concerned. Some of 
the students decided not to wait 
anymore and left. We were about 
half the size of the original group 
in our last meeting. We needed to 
do something. 
 For our homework, we were 
always writing letters, a lot of 
fictional letters; complaints 
about a shoe that was not fixed 
properly, to the restaurant where 
we had a bad experience or to 
different authorities about the 
new hospital that we needed in 
our town.  
 First, we decided to write a 
letter to the Principal. After that, 
we still did not have any teacher. 
Finally, we wrote a letter to our 
MP, Annaliese Dodds. When I read 

that letter now I can see I was 
really desperate.
 Three days later I had a reply 
from one of her assistants. She 
informed us that Dodds had 
written to the Principal. Two days 
later, I replied to say thank you 
and let her know that Ruskin 
College had hired a new teacher. I 
cried that day.
 This article is to say thanks to all 
the people who helped us. First, 
to Ruskin Student Union, they 
were really helpful during our 
struggle (not just with the teacher 
issue). Second, to Annaliese 
Dodds, We learned some English 
in Ruskin but the most important 
things were to organise ourselves, 
struggle against our unjust 
treatment and trust the good 
people of this country.   

Government creates 
uncertainty for 
children separated 
from their families
BY katE pounds

on 8 JanuarY, the week before 
the charity gala for Asylum Welcome 
at the North Wall Arts Centre, the 
Conservative majority in the House 
of Commons voted 352 to 248 to 
remove protection for unaccompanied 
child refugees to be reunited with 
their families in the UK from the EU 
Withdrawal Bill. The Bill then went 
to the House of Lords, where the 
amendment was reinstated.
 However, the following week, on 
Tuesday January 21, the Commons 
voted 342 to 254 in favour of removing 
it again.  The bill has now passed into 
law.
 Brexit Secretary Stephen Barclay 
is reported in the Metro to have said 
protection for children in this situation 
will be negotiated with the EU at a 
later date, but the Government has not 
revealed any information about when 
and how this will be done.
 Mina Fazel, 48, who has worked in 
refugee mental health for many years at 
Oxford University, said “The progressive 
and systematic removal of the rights 
of these most vulnerable children is of 
extreme concern. These actions place 
these children at risk of exposure to 
modern slavery, immigration detention 
and a whole host of other experiences 
that place their normal development 
at risk. These are breaches to basic 
human rights and should be addressed 
urgently.”

want to 
advertise in 
this paper?

To discuss your 
advert email naomi at 
leysnews@googlemail.com
or call 01865 711756
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BY thE Agnes Smith Advice Centre
Are you a patient at the Leys Health 
Centre?  Do you think problems with 
benefits or debt might be affecting 
your health?  If so, Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre may be able to help.
 It’s hard to feel well when you’re 
worried about making ends meet, or 
you aren’t getting all your benefits.  
Agnes Smith Advice Centre has 
launched a new Advice for Better 
Health service, offering appointments 
for Leys Health Centre patients with 
our adviser, Sheena Crozier, at the 
Clockhouse or the Farmhouse in 
Greater Leys, close to the surgery.  
 An Advice for Better Health 
appointment can help sort out 
benefits, debt and housing issues, and 
stop them affecting your health.  The 
appointment is tailored to your needs, 
but may include helping you to claim 
your full benefit entitlement, dealing 
with debts, helping with housing 
problems, applying for a charitable 
grant or topping up gas and electric 
pre-payment meters in a crisis.
 It can be hard to face up to every-day 
problems when you are not in good 

health, but Sheena’s calm, friendly 
approach will soon put you at ease 
and can help take the pressure off you, 
so you can focus on improving your 
health.  
 Advice Centre Manager, Mandy 
Richards, said, ‘We know people with 
health problems may find it difficult to 
come to the Advice Centre or queue 
at a drop-in session.  This new service 
offers Leys Health Centre patients 
the chance to see an adviser on an 
appointment, at a convenient location 
near to the surgery, without needing to 
queue at the Advice Centre.  We hope 
to roll out the service to other local GP 
surgeries in the future.’

HOW TO uSE THE SERvICE:  
Your GP and other staff at the Leys 
Health Centre can make you an 
urgent appointment with us, so ask 
them to refer you to us, if possible.  

Or you can self-refer by phoning 
us on 01865 770206 and asking 
for an Advice for Better Health 
appointment.    

BY darius halpErn

thErE is no storm quite like 
an emotional storm, and the 
trauma of a separation from a 
loved one can be devastating 
and overwhelming. Some 
people say it feels as if the 
ground is falling away beneath 
their feet. It helps if you know 
there’s somewhere you can go 
right away for help: Citizens 
Advice.
 If you and your partner 
or spouse have decided that 
separation is inevitable, you 
should try to work out the 
practical details between 
yourselves. But bear in mind 
that you might eventually need 
to consult a solicitor as well to 
enshrine your agreement in law, 
especially if you have assets or 
children. Going to court should 
be regarded as a last resort.
 Discuss with your ex-partner 

where you will live, where your 
children will live, and how to split 
any money or belongings. If you 
and your partner are too upset 
to talk to each other calmly, wait 
and talk later, or use a mediator.
If you have children with 
your partner, you are both 
responsible for the cost of 
looking after them when 
you separate, even if you are 
not married. The parent who 

moves out might have to pay 
maintenance to the parent who 
looks after the children. 
 Consider any outstanding 
debts or loans that you might 
have, and think about who 
needs to be informed about the 
separation. If you pay council 
tax, or receive benefits or tax 
credits, get in touch with the 
relevant people and tell them 
about your new status.  

 

Citizens Advice in South and Vale 
needs volunteers to help with:
• Reception duties in Abingdon, Henley and Thame
• Advisers in Abingdon and Didcot
• Head office administration in Abingdon
• IT support in Didcot and Thame
• Fundraising (from any location)
• Communications and website designers (from any location)

We are a local charity providing free, confidential advice. Last year, our 150 skilled advisers helped over 
11,000 local people from advice centres in Abingdon, Didcot, Faringdon, Henley, Thame and Wallingford.  

Many people who come to us face difficult and sometimes frightening problems that threaten to overwhelm them.
 In 2019 we helped three quarters to resolve their problems. 

For volunteers, we offer a welcoming office environment and an opportunity to gain new skills, 
meet new people and make a real and valued contribution to your local community.

It’s up to you when you volunteer. We normally ask for two half days a week but can be flexible. 
If you are interested, please visit  www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer/

Or, if you would like to discuss these volunteering roles, please email Jon Bright, Director: jon.bright@osavcab.org.uk

citizens advice

Citizens Advice can 
help you through 
relationship 
breakdown

agnes smith advice centre

new Advice service for 
Leys Health centre patients

If your partner makes you feel threatened, get help. Call Refuge or Women’s Aid on 0808 2000 
247. There is also a Men’s Advice Line on 0808 801 0327.  

Citizens Advice can help you find the ground beneath your feet so you can move on. Call Citizens 
Advice Adviceline on 0300 3309 042 or come and see us in person. For locations of offices and 
opening hours visit https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale
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BY antonio JarnE

it BEgan one night at the Half Moon pub in Saint 
Clements. One woman chanted in Spanish: “La culpa 
no era mía/It was not my fault…” A group of women 
replied: “Dónde estaba ni qué hacía/ nor where I was 
not what I wore.” After that night, the performance and 
song Un violador en tu camino (A Rapist on your way) 
would arrive to our city.
 The idea for the performance was born in Chile. 
Last October, the authorities decided to increase the 
Santiago Metro’s subway fare. It was the beginning of a 
massive protest, 28 people were killed. 
 Lastesis, an artist feminist group, created the 
performance to protest against the sexual abuse and 
rapes by the Chilean police. They made a two minute 
video which went viral and has been shown all around 
the world, especially in Spanish speaking countries. The 
film shows a group of women dancing and singing, all of 
them are wearing bandages or eye masks to symbolise 
that they have been injured. 
 The event in Oxford, which took place recently 
outside the Radcliffe Camera, was organized by Alicia, 
a feminist activist, through social media. She posted 
a message to the Facebook group called ‘Spanish in 
Oxford’ asking if anyone would be interested in doing 
the same thing here. Over 40 women took part in the 
performance.
 Plenty of tourists stopped to watch the event, asking 
about it and taking pictures. There are many states and 
governments around the world who are reluctant to 
acknowledge sexual violence against women. When 
this protest performance took place in Turkey, the police 
used force to stop the activists, arresting six of them in 
the process. 
  The event organiser Alicia said “Nobody is guilty for 
their own rape. Does not matter your religion, race or 
country.” Candela, a teaching assistant, said “[Women] 
are not taken seriously and we are not respected.” 
 Samuel, a man who supported the performance, 
encouraged men to not be silent and assume the 
responsibility of men, he said “Feminism needs to be 
part of society, not just an issue for women.”  

“El violador eres tú”: a song against 
the sexual abuse from Chile to oxford

Blackbird leys it Zone

Courses at Blitz IT Hub 
photoshop:   Starting Tuesday 18 February and ending Thursday 5 March. 
9.30–11.45am on both days. Six sessions.

advanced pc maintenance:  Staring Wednesday 26 February 
and ending Wednesday 1 April. 9.30–11.45am. Once a week. Six sessions.

computer basics for the terrified!  This is a one session introduction 
to our ‘Digital Skills in a Digital age’ course. It’s on Thursday 27 February from 12.30–2.45pm.

digital skills in a digital age: Starting Thursday 5 March and running for 
five consecutive Thursdays until 2 April. 12.30–2.45pm. Five sessions.

Call us on 01865 806453 to book your free place! We now ask all students for a £10 deposit 
which is refundable provided you complete your course and miss no more than two sessions.

BLITZ IT HuB, Blackbird Leys Community Centre, Oxford OX4 6HW
www.blitzithub.co.uk
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ELECTRICIANS 
Calvin Pennant
71 Long Lane, Oxford OX4 3TN.
T : 07960 328170

Hawtin Electrical 
T : 07811 401279 
e : jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk
W : www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk

CHILDMINDING
Local childminder with spaces
T : 07913 921903
e : katrina_merrill@hotmail.com

CoMPuTERS
Friendly Computer Support
T : 01865 469069 & 07884 318 464
e : efaria@gmx.co.uk

CLEANING
Molly Maid
Oxford.
T : 01865 327361

CARERS
Acquire Care
Oxford Science Park, OX4 4GP.
T : 01865 338050

Placid Care Ltd
Oxford Science Park, OX4 4GP. 
T : 01865 338070 e : placid.hc@gmail.com

FAST/TAKEAwAY FooD
Spice Box
Unit 16, Chiltern Business Centre
Garsington Road, OX4 6NG.
T : 01865 395999 or 712800

Chillies Indian Cuisine
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX.  
T : 01865 775849

Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Road, OX4 3LR.
T : 01865 777137

Cafe Spice
98/98a The Parade, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HX
T : 01865 747575
e : info@cafespiceoxford.co.uk 

Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, OX4 4HS. 
T : 01865 402050

Pizza Hut 
3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS.
T : 01865 236116

Pizza Polo
34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, OX4 4LD.
T : 01865 425630

FLoRISTS
Joe Austin
174 Cowley Road, OX4 6NQ.
T : 01865 792037

GARDENS
The Garden
99–100 The Market, OX1 3YD.
T : 01865 240709

Acorn Nursery
Stadhampton, Oxford.
T : 01865 891663

oxford Garden Centres
South Hinksey, OX1 5AR.
T : 01865 326066

RAw  
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX
T : 01865 714111

wyevale Garden Centre
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford.
T : 01865 326066

FoR SALE

Little Steps Clothing
Children / babies fashion 
clothing at low prices.
W : Littlestepsclothing.co.uk

JoBS

what a difference would 
more income make to 
your life?
We have a home-based health and 
wellness business and are currently 
looking for honest, ethical and 
hardworking individuals to join our 
successful team earning £500 plus 
part-time a month or £3000 plus 
full time.
T : For more info (without 
obligation) contact Pat, 
07957 491868

Start your own business with Neals Yard 
Remedies. 
T : Katie 395960 
e : kches2001@yahoo.com 

HAIRDRESSERS
Hair & Body Shop
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, OX4 4XP. 
T : 01865 775817 

Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS.
T : 01865 778709

Spirit Hair Design
T : 01865 777515
e : spirithairdesign@gmail.com

HEALTH & BEAuTY
Bathe in Beauty
The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 
T : 01865 335300
W : www.batheinbeauty.co.uk

Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
T : 07887296583
W : www.facebook.com
/LisasbeautyandTanning

PLuMBERS
Roy Barrett
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY. 
T : 01865 242641

Safe Heating & Plumbing
37 Druce Way, OX4 6TJ.
T : 01865 772303

Hanson's Plumbing & Heating
22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY.
T : 01865 244172

PRoPERTY

Problem selling or renting your 
residential or rental property?

Difficulty selling or 
renting? Want a fast sale 
at near market price? 
Solutions for properties 
with little or no equity, 

refurbishment work taken on. 
Whatever your circumstances there 
may be a solution for you.
Call Marilyn on 
01865 308067 
or 07990 630 332
marilyn@soloassist.co.uk

TAXIS
ABC
70A Hollow Way, OX4 2NH.
T : 01865 597029

Air Link oxford
24 Vicarage Close, OX4 2NH.
T : 01865 434040

oxford Cars
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, OX4 21Z. 
T : 01865 406070

wINDow CLEANERS
MRF 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD.
T : 01865 777889 

Taylors windows
Greater Leys. 
T : 01865 773486

ADVICE
Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt 
advice and counselling. 
Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 10am–
12pm, and Fridays, 10am–12pm. 
Also in the Farmhouse: 
Tues and Thurs, 10am–12pm. 
T : 01865 770206

CHILDREN
Blackbird Leys Youth Centre
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. 
T : 01865 772886

BLAP Afterschool Club 
Outdoor and indoor activities 
for ages 8–13 in a structured 
environment. 3.15–5.30pm. 
£3 per session
T : 07530933690 and 01865 236646
e : blap76@yahoo.co.uk

BLAP
Toddler Time 
Stay and Play 
£1 entry (inc. tea and toast)
Fridays, 9.30–11.30am, term time 
only, at BLAP (Moorbank entrance) 
T : Maureen, 07877 596321

Brownies
Holy Family Church Hall. 
T : Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338
e : bblbrownies@gmail.com

35th oxford Scout Group 
T : Duncan Bowler, 
0776 6293353
e : duncan@35thoxford.com

Dovecote 
Afterschool Club
Monday to Thursday, 
3.15–5pm, £2 per session.
We also offer a walking bus from 
Windale School. 
T : 01865 712299 
and 07974 234661
W : www.dovecoteproject.com

 

Little Doves Stay & Play
Wednesdays (term time), 
9.30am–12pm, and 1.30–3pm. 
Mondays, 9.30–11.30am. Dovecote 
Family Drop-in Room.

oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force
Thursdays, 7.30–9.30pm, at Sandy 
Lane West. Boys and girls, ages 
13–18. 
T : 01869 259681

Mother and Toddler Bounce
Trampoline Sessions suitable 
for mothers and toddlers held 

on Thursdays, 10.30 – 11.30 am. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre.
T : Fiona, 07891 419793

Strawbery Fayre 
Majorettes
 Training every Wednesday at 
the Barn in Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, 6.30 – 8.45pm.

 New baton twirling and pom 
poms dance class for 4  –8 years.
In the Barn every Friday 4 –5.15pm 
term time only.

T  : Eleen Filer, 01865 717781

Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4–5pm. £1.20. 
For ages 14–18,
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 

Rainbows 
For girls aged 5–7 years. 
Fridays during term time, 
5.30 – 6.30pm, at the Holy Family 
Church Hall on Cuddesdon Way. 
T : Alexandra, 07804 500313

Air Cadets
Mon and Wed, 7.30–9.30pm,
Sandy Lane West.
Boys and girls aged 12 ½–20.
T : 01865 777055
e : oc.2210@aircadets.org

EDuCATIoN
Able Centre
Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in 
Maths and English. 
T : Nicky, 01865 776334

Blackbird Leys Library
Cuddesdon Way.
Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc.
Opening times:
Mon, Wed, Thur: 9 am – 12 pm and 
1.30 – 5 pm
Tue: 9am – 12 pm
Sat: 9.30am – 12.30 pm
Friday Closed.
T : 01865 770403

LEISuRE
The oxford Community Choir
All welcome.
T : Hannah, 07512 364367

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 
for new members. Open night every 
Tuesday from 6pm.
T : David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 
 
Irish dancing
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 
5pm. 

Girls Football (15+)
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE.
T : Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623
e : Mafleckney@gmail.com

Indoor Bowls Club 
Sandy Lane West. Club is looking 
for new members and invites men, 
women, boys and girls of all ages 
and abilities.
T : 01865 775891 
e : oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk

Leys Pools 
and Leisure Centre
Opening Hours
Monday to Friday: 6am–10pm
Saturday: 6am–8pm
Sunday: 8am–8pm
Bank Holiday: 7am–8pm
Pegasus Road, Blackbird Leys, 
Oxford, OX4 6JL
T : 0844 893 3222

oxford united Education 
and Football Academy
Still spaces available for our 
Education and Football course 
for boys and girls aged 16–19.
Please email Chad for more details.
e : chadwoollands@
oxfordunitedlearning.co.uk
T : 01865 336138
W : www.oulfc.co.uk

oLDER PEoPLE
walking Football
Oxford City FC, Saturdays, 10–11am. 
Walking football, does what is says 
on the tin! Football, but no running 
allowed. £3.50. 
T : Anna McKay, 01235 849403
e : annamckay@ageukoxfordshire.
org.uk

 Monday & Friday Lunch Club
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue,
OX4 7WJ.
T : Anne Appleton, 01865 422231 

over 60s Bingo Club
Wednesdays, 1–3pm,
Blackbird Leys Bowls Club
T : Anne Ranger, 01865 430504

wHAT’S oN
IN THE LEYS

A guide to what’s 
available locally 
if you want a free listing 
for your service or event, 
send an email to naomi at
leysnews@googlemail.com
or ring 01865 711756

cLAssiFieds 
reach new customers in your local area with a Leys news classified Ad

Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking for 12 months). 
To book your space ring 01865 711756 or email leysnews@googlemail.com

want to 
advertise
in Leys 
News  ?
To discuss your 
advert email naomi at 
leysnews@googlemail.com
or call 01865 711756

CALLING ALL 
SPORTSMEN 
AND WOMEN  !
Would you like 
your sporting 
achievements 
featured in 
Leys News?
Email us at 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756
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wELLBEING
Skiptrix Fitness Class 
Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30–7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 
Satudays, 10–10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class.
T : Trish, 07957 754355 
e : trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk

Yoga For All
Experienced Yoga teacher.
T : Linda Highland, 01865 432570

Zumba Fitness and Toning
Suitable for all fitness levels. The 
Barn, Greater Leys. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 6.30–7.30pm. There are 
many ways to keep fit and/or lose 
weight – some are just more fun!
T : Elishia 07761 343655 
or Pat 07957 491868
 
ZuMBA Fitness Party
Tues, 6.30–7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 
T : 07714 248177 
e : zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com 
W : www.zumbasarahoxford.com

The Listening Centre 
Counselling service based at 
Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre. 
T : 01865 794794

Rosewood Club 
For people with dementia. Based at 
The Clockhouse in Greater Leys. Open 
Monday to Friday, 9.30am–3pm. 
Offers you a stimulating, enjoyable 
and social day while your carer 
gets a well-earned rest. £20 per 
day includes a two course lunch, 
refreshments and entertainment. 
Come and see what you think by 
arranging an informal visit. 
T : Julie Perks, 01865 749349
e : rosewood@daybreak-oxford.org.uk

oxfordshire Mind
Short courses, groups and other 
support are available for anyone with 
a mental health problem. To find out 
more drop in to the Cowley Wellbeing 
Centre in St James’ Hall, 26 Between 
Towns Road. 
T : 01865 247788

NoTICES

Socialist Party Meeting
Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Starts 7.30pm
T : 0208 9888777

The Leys wI
Meets the first Wednesday of each 
month, 7.30pm, at The Clockhouse. 
All ladies aged 18 or over are 
welcome to attend. 
T : 07973 336 041
e : theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 
W : www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com

CHuRCHES
Church of the Holy Family 
Eucharist: Sundays, 10am, with 
children’s activities. 
Timeout: Reflective worship, most 
Sundays, 6.30pm.  
Church Office Hour: For enquiries, hall 
bookings, wedding arrangements. 
Tuesdays, 1.30–2.30pm, and 
Thursdays 10–11am, or by 
appointment.
T : Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 
W : www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 
Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music 
and children’s liturgy; and at 6pm. 
T : Rev. Nazarius Mgungwe, 01865 
776903
e : sacredheartchurchoxford@gmail.com
W : www.sacredheartoxford.com

Christ Embassy oxford
R&R Frontline Studios, Sandy Lane,
Oxford OX4 6LJ.
Sundays: 10am–12.30pm.
Wednesdays: 7pm–9pm.
T : 07984 070632 
W : www.christembassy-oxford.org

Mountain of Fire & Miracles 
Ministries 
49 Oxford Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 
2ER.
Sundays: Worship / Praise Service, 
11am–2pm.
Wednesdays: Deliverance ,  Prayer 
Quake , Bible Studies, 7–9pm.
First Saturday of the Month: PMCH 

(Power Must Change Hand), 7am.
T : 07438 944186 and 07449 171785

Leys Community Church 
Meets at Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground, Blackbird Leys Road.
T : Andy and Nicci Longmore, 01865 
779700 
W : www.leyscommunitychurch.
org.uk

Chrisco Ministries
Meets at Jack Agent Room at the BBL 
Community Centre. 
Sundays: 11am–1pm.
T : 07533 845714 and 07737 564677

Seventh Day Adventist Church
1A Chester St, off Iffley Road.
Saturday first service: 9.45–11am.
Second service: 11.15am–12.30pm.
W : www.freebible.org.uk

Mount Zion Ministries oxford
Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre.
Sunday Service: 11am–1.30pm.
All night prayers: Fridays, 7–9pm.

Bible Study: Sundays, 11am–12pm.
T : Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406 and 
07932 964056
e : mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk
W : www.mtzionox.org

Redeem Christian Church of God 
Meets at the Sacred Heart, Sawpit Road.
Sunday Service: 2.30–5pm.
Bible study: Wednesday, 6–8pm.
T : 07825 679044 
W : www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk

Kingsway International 
Christian Centre
The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys OX4 7BU.
Sunday service: 11am–1pm 
(Children's Church runs concurrently 
in a separate building).
Saturday Prayer Meeting: 
10.45am–12pm.
T : 07951 262426 
e : admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
W : www.kiccoxford.org.uk

Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre

Blackbird Leys community 
centre is a Wi-Fi Hotspot
To use the free Wi-Fi please select 
‘Oxford Free Wi-Fi’

BLiTZ
T : 01865 806453
IT courses and trainings for all 
abilities. Course details available in 
the Centre reception.  

soundworks
T : 01865 401585
Music studio and production

iT HuB
IT Hub open access drop in sessions. 
Tue 12–3pm, Fri 9am–12pm.

national careers service
Careers advice, CV workshops, 
interview techniques, online 
courses and resources and lots 
more. Mondays 9am–3pm. Call 
0800 100 900 for an appointment 
or call into the Centre.

Home-start
T : 01865 779991
Family support charity for under 5s.

Leys cdi Youth Project
T : 01865 395927
After School Club and Arts Award 
Project, Mondays, 3.30–8pm.
Young women’s project: 
Tue, 3–6pm; 12–19yrs 6.30–9pm; 
Fri, 8–13yrs, 3–6.30pm; 12–19yrs, 
6.30–9pm.
Diversionary Project, 
Wed, 12–8pm.
Afterschool Club and Tech,
Fri, 3.30–8pm.

credit union
T : 01865 395927
Community financial service for 
savings and low cost loans.
Mon 11.30am–1pm, 
Tue 7–7.30pm, 
Wed 11.30am–1pm, 
Fri 3–5pm.

Oxford Polish Association
For dates contact Ewa, 07585 
442696

FriendLeys
T : 01865 402070
Community coffee morning,
£2, includes refreshments,
Wednesdays, 9.30am–12.30pm

Blackbird Leys choir
T : 07775 945279
Wednesdays, 6.30pm–9pm

Life Path Trust 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 
8.30am–4pm

Parish council
For details see page 5

Blackbird Leys Amateur Boxing club
For Juniors and Seniors. 
T : For details contact Tony, 01865 958168

Blackbird Leys Community Centre, Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird 
Leys, oX4 6Hw
T : 01865 402070 e : blackbirdleyscommcentre@oxford.gov.uk

JAcK ArGenT rOOM

sPOrTs HALL

iT Hub
12 networked PCs with fast wired 
internet connection, ceiling mounted 
projector and air conditioning.

Jack Argent room
Seating for up to 60 people.

sports Hall
Space for a wide range of activities.

First Floor Meeting room
For up to ten people.

For more details contact 
Jayne on 01865 402070

Mondays Social
12–3pm. Enjoy a light 
sandwich lunch and a chat.  
Play board games, Scrabble, 
Dominoes, Quiz. £2.

over-50s advice
FREE Monthly session. 
10am–12pm. 
T : Appointments, 01865 
395908

Yoga
Tuesdays, 10–11am, £2. For 
those new to Yoga this is a 
good place to start. 

Singing for Fun
Tuesdays, 1.30–3.30pm. £2. 
T : 01865 395908

Crafts Knit and Natter 
Wednesdays, 11am–12.30pm. 
Bring your knitting, crochet, 
sewing or drawing/colouring, 
it’s never too late to learn a 
craft and join us for a natter. 
£2

Tai chi
Thursdays, 10–11am. Boost 
your flexibility, improve your 
fitness. £3

Phoenix Rising
We have moved to the 
Clockhouse. Wednesdays, 
1–3.30pm. Activities, 
speakers. £2
T : Sheila Kelly, 07534 740589 

Clangers evening socials
Adults of all ages welcome! 
Meets, at the Clockhouse. £2. 
Meets last Wednesday of the 
month, 7–9pm.

Zumba Gold
Mondays 10-11am. A lively 
exercise class with music.  £3

SLIGo – Gardening Club
If you enjoy gardening do 
come and join us. Meetings, 
first Thursday of the month, 
2–4pm. Adults of all ages 
welcome at these monthly 
meetings! £2

The Clockhouse Community Centre

The Clockhouse Community Centre, Long Ground, Greater Leys oX4 7FX T : 01865 395908 e: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com

rOOMs AvAiLABLe FOr Hire

Volunteer car drivers 
needed!
Come and help local 
residents with mobility 
difficulties enjoy Clockhouse 
Project activities. For details 
call 01865 395908

New Film 
Club! 

Come join us for a cosy, relaxing afternoon at 
the Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys Community Centre. 

Film starts at 2pm. Arrive 1.45pm for tea/coffee, biscuits. 

No FEE (DoNATIoN REquESTED)

FoR INFo & DATES PLEASE CoNTACT CoLIN oN 07827 235459

visit your friendly and delicious

Communi-tea 
Café

At the Holy Family Church in 
Cuddesdon Way, Blackbird Leys

9am to 2.30pm, 
Monday to Friday,

for breakfast, coffee, 
tea and lunch

Take away lunches available too
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Celebrating a new home 
for oxford united at the 
oxford Sports Park
BY antonio JarnE

oxFord United held a celebration event recently to mark their 
residence at Oxford Sports Park, situated on Horspath Road, which 
will be a long term training base for the club and community sports 
activities.
 The event, which was attended by representatives from Oxford 
City Council, Oxford United FC and communities sporting groups, is 
an important step for the football club. Sumrith Thanakarnjanasuth, 
Chairman of the team said “It is a massive day for Oxford United.”
 The facilities are not just for Oxford United to use but will also 
serve the local community. The plan includes free nutrition classes, 
fitness classes for vulnerable groups and mental health workshops, 
football sessions for people experiencing homelessness and access 
to the grounds for community service. The ground includes cricket 
facilities and a community sports pavilion. 3G pitches are available 
for hire. 
 Oxford Sports Park has been under development by Fusion 
Lifestyle since 2017. The agreement sees OUFC take over 
management and running of the whole site for the remainder of the 
25 year lease. 
     

BY nichola maY

aBigail Quelch is a Cowley-born 
fencer, who trained for nine years 
at Salle Oxon Fencing Club, and 
now trains in London. At the age 
of 12 she was selected to fence 
internationally for England and 
later for GB. She came 8th in the 
Under 23 British Championships in 
2019 at age 15, and recently won 
Gold at the Bristol Cadet Women’s 
Foil competition. 

How long have you been fencing 
and how did you start?
I’ve been fencing for just over nine 
years. My first experience of fencing 
was in the summer of 2011 when I 
attended a summer fencing activity 
for home educated children. Back 
then I practiced with a small plastic 
sword and protective gear. Now I 
train with real fencing kit. There are 
three different types of fencing – 
foil, epee and sabre. I fence foil. 

What is your week like?
I train at least twice a week for 
about five hours and have at least 
one fencing lesson and attend 
monthly weekend training camps. 
On Mondays, I go to a small 
climbing class and I often play 
badminton with my friends. On top 
of that, I regularly go to fencing 
competitions. Because of my 
selection for the British squad, I’ve 
competed almost every weekend 
from November 2019 to January 
2020. 
 I’m looking forward to a bit of 
a rest now that the selections for 
the European Championships are 
complete and there are no more 
ranking competitions.
 
What is your best achievement 
so far?
In 2013, when I had only been 
fencing a few years, I won 
the under 11 England Youth 
Championships. That was an 
amazing moment. I remember 
that I was the smallest fencer on 
the podium and could only just 
see over the England flag that they 
held up! I am currently 6th in the 
GB for under 17 girls’ foilists and 
have been selected for 5 GB squad 
trips over the past 12 months, 
competing in Germany, Poland, 
Hungary, France and Italy. My first 
selection for a GB squad trip in 
December 2019 was very exciting! 

What do you enjoy most about 
fencing? 
As much as I like the challenging 
and competitive side, I think that my 
favourite thing about fencing is the 
social aspect. Meeting new people 
from different nationalities is one of 
the things I like most, along with the 
support brought by teammates and 
clubmates. 

What is the hardest thing about 
being a top teenage fencer?
I think that one of the hardest things 
about being a top fencer is finding 
the balance between work and 
training. I am currently studying 
for my GCSEs which, when training 
three times a week, makes balance 
a little hard! It’s not unusual to see 
teenage fencers studying by the 
side of the fencing piste, while they 
are waiting to fence! I am lucky that 
because I am home educated, I can 
fit my studies around my training, 
and if I’ve been abroad for a 
weekend I don’t have to get up early 
on Monday morning for school.

Do you think there are barriers 
to girls taking up sport or 

continuing with sport?
I think that peer pressure and 
lack of confidence can make it 
difficult for girls to try a sport. 
Some sports clubs can seem a bit 
serious and it can be hard for girls 
to find opportunities to do sport 
for fun and recreation, rather than 
competitively. I think it’s good for 
girls to keep doing sports, because it 
keeps them fit and healthy and can 
also help with self-esteem. 

What would you say to anyone 
considering trying fencing?
Give it a go! Some fencing clubs, 
such as Oxford Fencing club, run 
beginners sessions and can loan kit, 
so you can try to see if you like it. 

What are your ambitions for the 
future?
My aim is to be in the top 4 ranking 
of the GB under 20s Women Foil and 
be selected for the Junior European 
Championships before I am 19. I also 
want to encourage other people, 
especially girls, to take up fencing 
and keep on doing sport when they 
are teenagers.

Interview with Youth Fencing 
Champion Abigail quelch


